Mechanisms of renal vasodilation and hyperfiltration during pregnancy: current perspectives and potential implications for preeclampsia.
A thorough understanding of the renal and cardiovascular adaptations to normal gestation is essential for proper diagnosis and management of hypertensive disorders and renal diseases during pregnancy. Here, we briefly review the renal hemodynamic changes of normal pregnancy. In addition, we present new findings and current concepts related to the underlying hormonal and molecular mechanisms. Finally, we speculate on the potential contribution of these insights from normal pregnancy to the pathogenesis of preeclampsia.